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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine Group reading Year 9

Year 9 Objectives: R6 Authorial perspective, R13 Evaluate own reading, R18 Prose text, S&L10 Group organisation

Lesson Reading strategy
focus

Starter/introduction
(15 minutes)

Development
(35 minutes)

Plenary
(10 minutes)

Homework Resources

1 *Predict
*Pass comments

Introduction to guided
reading/key
objectives/
establishing ground
rules. Allocating texts
and reading ‘tasters’

Reading strategies: see starter
Group reading: introduction to book – title, cover, etc.
chapters 1–4 (Pt.1)
Group task: effective openings – group card TT1

Reflect on reading
strategies and which
use already

Strategy check-card

2 *Ask questions
*Speculate
*Relate to prior reading

Openings, setting,
narrative hooks

Group reading: chapters 4–7 (Pt.1)
Group task: narrative hooks – group card TT2

What makes an
effective narrative
hook?

Read chapters
8–9 (Pt.1)

Narrative hooks
sheet

3 *Inference and
 deduction
*Visualisation
*Empathy

Character, inference
and deduction

Group reading: chapters 10–11 (Pt.1)
Group task: explicit/inferred development of character –
group card TT3
Teacher with guided group – guided card TT1

Each group shares
one example of
inference

Strategy check-card
Prompts sheet

4 *Reread
*Relate to time and
 place
*Interpret patterns

Structure, mind-
mapping, seeing
patterns

Group reading: chapters 12 (Pt.1)–1 (Pt.2)
Group task: in depth exploration of character –
group card TT4

Two pupils to give
feedback on what
reading strategy
helped most in this
lesson

Read chapters
2–3 (Pt.2)

2 sheets of sugar
paper
Pens

5 *Summarise
*Interpret patterns

Identifying and
tracking themes

Group reading: chapters 4–6 (Pt.2)
Group task: mind-mapping of plot and links between
characters – group card TT5

Refer to task TT5 2 sheets of sugar
paper
Pens

6 *Interpret patterns
*Ask questions
*Establish relationship
 with author

Author’s viewpoint
and intentions

Group reading: chapters 7–8 (Pt.2)
Group task: author interrogation in pairs – group card
TT6

Select one group to
demonstrate. What
new insights has this
given into book?

Access to Internet

7 * Interpret patterns
*Ask questions

Narrative style at
word, sentence and
text level

Group reading: chapters 9 (Pt.2)–2 (Pt.3)
Group task: groups choose one plot event and explore
how the language features work within this – group card
TT7

Refer to task TT7.
Each group reports on
one language feature
and its effect

Read chapters
3–5 (Pt.3)

Strategy check-card

8 *Hear a voice as read
*Interpret patterns
*Ask questions

Authorial voice. How
is author ‘heard’ in
novel?

Group reading: chapters 6–7 (Pt.3)
Group task: find examples of author’s voice –
group card TT8
Teacher with guided group – guided card TT2

Each group to give an
example of a)
authorial and b)
narrative voice

Authorial voice
sheet

9 *Reread/reinterpret
*Summarise
*Pass judgements

Ending and how it
links back to the
beginning

Group reading: chapters 8–9 (Pt.3)
Group task: endings and resolutions – group card TT9

Each group to
consider what is
effective about ending
in their book

Sugar paper
Pens

10 Outline expectations for group presentations. Preparation of presentations Homework: Preparation/rehearsal
11 Group presentations: 10 minutes per book
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National Stratagy

The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 1 Group card TT1

Objectives: R4  Versatile reading
R12 Independent reading

Resources: Strategy check-card

As a whole group we have:
• established the ground rules for group and guided reading;
• looked at effective strategies for reading (see your Strategy check-card).

Group reading
Independently read chapters 1–3.

Group task
If time, in your groups discuss briefly your first impressions. How does the author interest the
reader, making them want to read on?
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 2 Group card TT2

Objectives: R13 Evaluate own reading
R18 Prose text

Resources: Narrative hooks sheet, Strategy check-card.

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks.

Now you are going to:
• look at the narrative hooks used by the author.

Whilst you are reading:
• think about the strategies you are using (look at the Strategy check-card);
• think about the evidence you may use to support your ideas.

Group reading
Read chapters 4–7 together.

Group task

1. Read the task below and then skim chapters 1–4 again.

2. Using the prompt sheet on narrative hooks to support you, in pairs discuss which
narrative hooks Anne Fine has used to entice the reader.

3. Share your findings with the whole group, using supporting evidence. Why does this
make an effective opening to The Tulip Touch?

Homework
Read chapters 8–9 before the next lesson.
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 3 Group card TT3

Objectives: R13 Evaluate own reading
R18 Prose text

Resources: Prompts sheet, Strategy check-card.

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks.

Now we will explore:
• how the characters are developing.

Whilst you are reading:
• think about the strategies you are using, especially those of inference and deduction

(look at the Strategy check-card);
• think about the evidence you may use to support your ideas.

Group reading
Read chapters 10–11(Pt.1) together.

Group task

1. In pairs, using the Prompts sheet on character, what have you discovered about the
main character in the book? What is explicitly stated and what is inferred? Be prepared
to give evidence; jot down notes in your reading journal.

Tulip’s character Evidence Explicit/Inferred

2. Share your findings around the group and add examples that you did not have.
How effective is Anne Fine’s development of Tulip’s character? What techniques
does she use?
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 4 Group card TT4

Objectives:

Resources: 2 sheets of sugar paper, felt-tip pens

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks;
• explored the developing relationships between character and place.

Now you are going to:
• explore the characterisation in more depth.

Group reading
Read chapters 12 (Pt.1)–1 (Pt.2) together.

Group task

1. In pairs discuss and make notes on:

 i. how you feel Tulip might behave when she does attend school.
ii. is she likely to be disruptive?
iii. will she lead Natalie on?
iv. how will the other girls feel about her?
v. will they let Natalie, the new girl, into their friendship groups?
vi. what will the teachers think of Tulip? Will they feel any sympathy?

2. Share your findings with the others in the group.

3. On the photocopied sheets, independently read chapter 12, Part 1, pp.59–65 to the
line ‘Think about it’.

4. Working in threes, have an extended discussion on one of the questions below. Make
notes on sugar paper.

i. What do we learn that is significant concerning the character of Tulip during this
section?

ii. What do we learn that is significant concerning the character of Natalie during
this section?

5. Appoint a spokesperson to share your findings with the other group of three.

Homework
Read chapters 2–3 (Pt.2) by the next lesson.
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 5 Group card TT5

Objectives: R18 Discuss a substantial prose text

Resources: 2 sheets of sugar paper, felt-tip pens

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks;
• explored character, setting and mood;
• explored the developing relationships between character and place;
• begun to explore themes and how the characters contribute towards them.

Now you are going to:
• continue to trace developments, including themes.

Group reading
Read chapters 4–6 (Pt.2) together.

Group task

1. Split into two groups of three and share out the following two tasks between you,
having reread chapter 4, Part 2 (pp.89–93).

Task 1 – design a flow chart, or diagram, tracking the development of Tulip’s
viciousness in these pages. Each stem must have a supporting quotation. Illustrations
can be added where appropriate.

Task 2 – try to draw a graph, or diagram, indicating the high points and low points of
the friendship between Tulip and Natalie, from their first meeting to this point in the
text. (Some areas to consider: first meeting, primary school days, visiting Tulip’s home,
Christmas at The Palace, Natalie’s damaged knee, secondary school days, the games
they now play.)

2. Be prepared to display and present your ideas in the plenary.



Key Stage 3 NATE © Crown copyright 2003 Group reading at Key Stage 3
National Stratagy

The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 6 Group card TT6

Objectives: S&L10 Group organisation
R18     Discuss a substantial prose text

Resources: An Interview with Anne Fine, Egmont, access to the Internet

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks;
• explored the developing relationships between character and place;
• explored themes and how the characters contribute towards them.

Now you are going to:
• explore the role of the author.

Group reading
Read chapters 7–8 (Pt.2) together.

Group task
The characters are not the only ones that have a voice in a story. Readers are often given a
strong impression of the author, the teller of the tale, and this can influence your experience
of the story.

1. In pairs, write down five questions that you would like to ask Anne Fine about Tulip
Touch and her ideas in the book.

2. One member of the group should take on the role of the author and prepare to be
interviewed as the author.

3. When you have done this, read An interview with Anne Fine, Egmont (£2.99)
ISBN 1405200537.

List the similarities and differences in your ideas about Anne Fine with those presented in
the interview.

How close was your group’s impression of the author given in Tulip Touch, to that given in
the interview?

Note: There is an official Anne Fine website: www.annefine.co.uk
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 7 Group card TT7

Objectives: R18 Discuss a substantial prose text
R13 Evaluate own reading

Resources: Strategy check-card

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks, character, setting and mood, relationships between character

and place and emerging themes.

Now we will explore:
• the author’s narrative style.

Whilst you are reading:
• think about the strategies you are using (look at the Strategy check-card).

Group reading
Read chapters 9 (Pt.2)–2 (Pt.3) together.

Group task

1. Ask one person to summarise what has happened recently in the book.

2. Work with a partner to examine Anne Fine’s narrative style by answering the question
How do you think she wants the reader to feel about Tulip and Natalie at this point in
the story? To help you answer this question one person should work on Natalie and
one on Tulip. You should each make notes on the following areas:

i. how the character is first seen by the reader;
ii. physical appearance;
iii. character’s feelings;
iv. what the character says.

Remember to use evidence to support your ideas; think about word, sentence and text
level features. It may help to draw a diagram:

how first seen     appearance

feelings     what says

3. Share your findings with your partner. What conclusions have you reached on how the
author wants us to feel about these characters, and how she achieves it? Discuss your
opinions with the others in the group and be prepared to share them in the plenary.

Homework
Read chapters 3–4 (Pt.3) by the next lesson.
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 8 Group card TT8

Objectives: R18 Discuss a substantial prose text
R6   Authorial perspective

Resources: Support sheet on authorial voice

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks, character, setting and mood, relationships between character

and place, emerging themes.

Now we will look at:
• authorial voice.

Group reading
Read chapters 6–7 (Pt.3) together.

Group task

1. Natalie’s feelings about Tulip, like those of the writer, Anne Fine, are hard to describe
at this point in the story. In pairs discuss and come up with answers for the following
key questions:

 i. Is the reader supposed to see Tulip as the misunderstood victim of terrible
circumstances? If so, how does the writer create this impression in your minds?

 ii. Are we supposed to see her as a spiteful and vindictive piece of work? If so, how
does the writer create this impression in your minds?

 iii. Is Natalie struggling with questions like this? How can you tell?

2. In your group, using the support sheet on authorial voice, agree and write down short
definitions of what is meant by a) authorial voice and b) narrative voice. Be prepared to
share this with the class during the plenary.
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 9 Group card TT9

Objectives: R4 Versatile reading
R5 Trace developments

Resources: Sugar paper, pens

As a whole group we have:
• revised the range of reading strategies you have available to you;
• explored narrative hooks, character, setting and mood, relationships between character

and place, emerging themes, narrative style.

Now we will look at:
• the resolution.

Group reading
Read chapters 8–9 (Pt.3) together.

Group task

1. Select one person to briefly summarise what has happened in the book so far.

2. In pairs, discuss the following questions:

i. Was it inevitable that it all finished in smoke and flames?
ii. Was anyone to blame? Who? Why?
iii. Was it the result of Tulip’s temperament?
iv. Was it because of how she had been treated at home?

3. Natalie seems to blame herself in the final lines. She wonders if she should have done
more to reach out to her friend and rescue her. What do you think? Share your
thoughts with the others in the group.

4. At the centre of a sheet of sugar paper write out the following quotation: ‘No one is
born evil. No one’. Brainstorm ideas on whether Tulip was evil or not and what might
have caused her to act so destructively. Each point you come up with should be
recorded on a spider diagram, spinning out from the central quotation. For each point
make sure you can give some evidence from the text to support it.

5. Be prepared to display and present your ideas in the plenary.
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 3 Guided card TT1
Teaching
objective(s):

R13 Evaluate own reading
R18 Prose text

Resources:
Strategy check-card

Text focus: Chapter 10 (Pt.1)
Character – inference and deduction

Teaching sequence:
Introduction to text:
Strategy check:

Independent reading
and related task:

Return to text:
developing response

Review (reading
target and next steps):

Teacher distributes Strategy check-card and asks pupils to
remember and explain/illustrate a few of the reading strategies that
they have used recently. Teacher then clarifies the inference and
deduction strategies to be focused on in this session.

Outline the task, and how the focus is on how the writer builds up an
impression of Tulip’s family and background in the reader’s mind.
Model the use of inference using an earlier section of
The Tulip Touch and how inferring from your reading is vital for
engaging with and enjoying texts and achieving higher levels in
reading.

Ask the pupils to read chapter 10 (Pt.1) independently.

Divide the group into three pairs, ask each pair to discuss one of the
following questions, making brief notes in their exercise books or
reading journals:
• How does Tulip’s behaviour strike you throughout this chapter –

what do we learn about her conduct that might cause concern?
• What makes Christmas at The Palace so special for everybody?
• Why does Tulip choose to spend all of her time at the hotel during

Christmas rather than being at home with her family?

Initially lead a discussion in which pairs share their findings with the
rest of the group, being expected to give evidence from the text to
support their answers.
Follow this by asking pupils about the significance of the detailed
description of the Christmas festivities, e.g.
• Why does the writer give it so much attention?
• How does it help us to empathise with the key characters?
• Why does the final line have such an impact?

Lead a review of the reading strategies used in the session and ask
for a definition of inference, ‘Inference is when the reader…’.
Read chapter 11 (Pt.1) independently.

Evaluation:
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The Tulip Touch Anne Fine
Lesson 8 Guided card TT2
Teaching
objective(s):

R6   Authorial perspective
R13 Evaluate own reading
R18 Prose text

Resources:
Strategy check-card

Text focus: Chapters 6–7 (Pt.3)
Analyse story grammar, see patterns, ask questions

Teaching sequence:
Introduction to text:
Strategy check:

Independent reading
and related task:

Return to text:
developing response

Review (reading
target
and next steps):

Teacher distributes the Strategy check-card and discuss the active
reading strategies (skim, scan, ask questions, infer, etc.) related to
the objectives and focus for the session. Ask pupils to recap on what
has happened in the narrative so far. Model the reading of chapter 6
(Pt.3) for the group, asking pupils to listen for the author’s voice and
point of view.

Remind pupils that in the previous lesson they worked on hearing an
authorial voice. Ask pupils to read chapter 7 (Pt.3) independently and
consider the attitude of Anne Fine towards Tulip in these chapters. Is
the reader meant to see her as:
• a misunderstood victim of terrible circumstances?
• a spiteful, vindictive creature who deserves the dislike everybody

shows her?

Ask pupils to split into two groups of three and find evidence in the
text to support either view. Model an example of this from the extract
read earlier.

Ask each group to share its findings with the others, giving evidence
to support each of their points. Pupils are asked to reveal their own
thoughts about the character of Tulip and to predict how they think
the story might end.

The teacher recaps on the reading strategies pupils have used in this
lesson and asks them to briefly record key thoughts in their exercise
books or journals.

Evaluation:


