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GCSE English Language

Unit 1 Understanding and Producing Non-fiction Texts

Resource Pack
Note: 
· All references to the ‘Sample Examination Paper’ refer to the January 2011 Unit 1:  Understanding and Producing Non-Fiction Texts paper available from the AQA website.
· All references to the mark scheme refer to the mark scheme for the above mentioned paper.
Lesson 1 – Starter: Skim Reading
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Lesson 1 – Starter: Skim Reading Teacher’s Questions

Teacher Instructions

Once students have read the mini-text, ask them to locate the information below from the text.  They need to write the number of the paragraph from which they have extracted the information.

‘In which paragraph does the writer explain:

· The reasons for Jonah’s difficult childhood?

· Jonah’s experiences at school?

· The religion that Jonah found most interesting?

Lesson 1 – Development: Mini Texts
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Lesson 1 – Development: Retrieving Information Worksheet

	Retrieving Information
	Text 3 ‘Amy Winehouse’
	Evidence
	

	
	
	Key Point
	

	
	Text 2 ‘The Perfect Steak’
	Evidence
	

	
	
	Key Point
	

	
	Text 1 ‘The Fastest Man on Earth’
	Evidence
	

	
	
	Key Point
	


Lesson 1 – Plenary: ‘How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q1’ Postcards

	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q1

My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q1

My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Lesson 2 – Starter: Mark Scheme Terms Card Sort

Instructions to Teachers: 

The students need to look at the descriptors taken from across the mark scheme and then group them into the appropriate band.  For example, ‘relevant and appropriate quotation’ would be grouped with Band 4 where it appears on the mark scheme.

	‘Limited evidence that the text is understood’
	‘Limited engagement’
	‘Limited engagement with the text’
	X
	Band 1

	‘Some evidence that the text is understood’
	‘Attempts to engage with the text’
	‘Some relevant quotation’
	‘Some reference to events in the text’
	Band 4

	‘Clear evidence that the text is understood’
	‘Engages with the text’
	‘Relevant and appropriate quotation’
	‘Interprets the text’
	Band 3

	Full and detailed evidence the text is understood’
	‘Interprets information in a perceptive way’
	‘Relevant and appropriate quotation’
	‘Detailed understanding of text’
	Band 2


Lesson 2 – Development: Sample Responses to Q1





Lesson 2 – Development: Peer Assessment Grid for Sample Responses

	Evidence
	

	Mark Scheme Criteria
	

	Mark
	

	Response
	


Lesson 3 – Starter: Presentational Devices Cards





Lesson 3 – Development: Font Brainstorm








Lesson 3 – Development: Mock Text Cards



Lesson 3 – Development: Text Mock Up Sheet


Lesson 3 – Plenary:  Effects of Presentational Devices


	Assessing Use of Presentational Devices

	Device
	Effect of the Device on the Audience?

	
	


Lesson 4 – Starter:  ‘How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q2’ Postcards
	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q2

My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 




	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q2

My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Lesson 4 – Development: Sample Responses to Q2



Lesson 4 – Development: Peer Assessment Grid for Sample Responses


	Evidence
	

	Mark Scheme Criteria
	

	Mark
	

	Response
	


Lesson 5 – Starter: Signs




Lesson 5 – Starter: Signs Sheet 2




	Surface Meaning & Subtext

	No Smoking Sign
	Surface Meaning



	
	Subtext

	No Trespassing
	Surface Meaning

	
	Subtext

	No Parking
	Surface Meaning

	
	Subtext


Lesson 5 – Development: ‘Understanding and Interpreting Meaning’ Mini-Texts







Lesson 5 – Development: ‘Understanding and Interpreting Meaning’ Task Sheet


Lesson 5 – Development: Problem Page Texts




Lesson 6 – Development: Sample Responses to Q3



Lesson 6 – Development: Peer Assessment Grid for Sample Responses


	Evidence
	

	Mark Scheme Criteria
	

	Mark
	

	Response
	


Lesson 6  – Plenary:  ‘How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q3’ Postcards
	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q3
My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q3
My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Lesson 7 – Starter:  Statement Cards



Lesson 7  – Starter: Types of Writing Card Sort

Instructions to Teachers: 

Students need to look at the sentences on the cards and then group them according to the types of writing where they would expect to find them.  For example, persuasive, informative, etc.  

	WRITING TO DESCRIBE
	WRITING TO INFORM

	WRITING TO ADVISE
	WRITING TO PERSUADE


	‘They roamed the Earth for a million years.’
	‘This is the most outrageous waste of time, money and effort.’

	‘Put the eggs into the bowl and beat.’
	‘People wanting to lose weight are advised to make sure they eat breakfast.’

	‘Over 70% of people would agree that smoking is anti-social.’
	‘The police recommend leaving the lights on to prevent burglaries’

	‘The door swung open out on to the most beautiful landscape.’
	‘Undue exposure to the sun is the primary cause of skin cancer.’


Lesson 7 – Article: ’10 Minutes from Tragedy in Tokyo’


	10 Minutes from Tragedy in Tokyo:

A Survivor’s Story

I had decided to go travelling before Uni and all of the tens of thousands of debt that come with it!  I knew that if I didn’t go now, then my chance would be gone.  I’d spend the rest of my life chained to a desk to pay off my student debts with no chance of a week in Butlins never mind Barcelona or Buenos Aires!

The first stop in the East was Tokyo.  I didn’t know what to expect but when I got there I realised it was just like that film Lost in Translation: all bright lights and oceans of people all scurrying about going somewhere in a hurry.

I arrived on 8th March 2011.

But for what happened next that date probably wouldn’t have been any more special than any other on the calendar.  But that was the day when, for me at least, things would completely change.

I was in a youth hostel in the centre of the city when the quake struck.  It was a surreal experience.  I’d never experienced anything like it.  The ground began shuffling beneath my feet.  Then it stopped.  It was a second, not even that, but it felt like eternity.  I didn’t know what to expect next.
	
	
Then it came.

The earth rocked underneath me as the building shuddered on its foundations.  Suddenly, my brain clicked into gear:  I’d seen disaster movies where they always run into door frames to protect themselves.  I leapt for the nearest doorway.  

And there I froze again.

What now?  Do I just wait?  What if the building comes down on top of me?  What if I never leave the city again?  I don’t remember looking at what anyone else was doing.  They didn’t seem to matter.  

But what about me?

Almost as if by magic I found myself in the street outside the hostel.  It was a strange kind of magic – one that didn’t require me to think.  It just happened.  I started walking amongst the rushing crowds away from the hostel.




	Tokyo has a funny, surreal quality.  At times it seems like any other city in any other country in the world.  

But that day it felt like the weirdest place on Earth.

Lost and in a mass of people, I stopped.  There was silence.  There were faces all looking lost and terrified.  There were people screaming, people shouting into mobile phones.  

I saw everything and heard nothing.  It was as if the true horror of their screams would come later.  I didn’t know when.  I just had to wait and then the horror of what happened would grab me by the throat and stun me into the terror of the situation.  

Suddenly, my eye was caught by something disappearing from the skyline.  Like a bird dropping from the sky in mid-flight the horizon changed.  Where there was once life there was no emptiness.  Just a huge void of air.

And then it occurred to me: the hostel had collapsed along with some of the other buildings on that part of the street.  

Just fallen like dominoes.  

Suddenly, I was struck.  That void that now stood where the hostel once was could have consumed me too.  

I was ten minutes from tragedy.  
	
	


Lesson 7 – Development: Linguistic Features



	Linguistic Feature
	Evidence
	Effect?

	AUDIENCE
	
	

	PURPOSE
	
	

	GENRE
	
	

	EFFECTIVE VOCABULARY
	
	

	IMAGERY
	
	

	DIFFERENT SENTENCE LENGTHS
	
	


Lesson 7 – Development: Sample Responses to Q4



Lesson 7 – Development: Peer Assessment Grid for Sample Responses


	Evidence
	

	Mark Scheme Criteria
	

	Mark
	

	Response
	


Lesson 8 – Plenary: ‘How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q4’ Postcards
	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q4
My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Q4
My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Lesson 9 – Starter: Organising Writing Mini-Texts 

	Highfield School Report

Joe Smith – English

Joe is bright.

He needs to do more homework.

But even then he is still bright.

He needs to bring his homework more regularly.

And equipment is an issue.


	SCORE

	
	

	Highfield School Report

Joe Smith – English

Joe is a bright boy.  Despite some poor organisation, he always engages with the lessons and this means he makes the most of all opportunities to learn more.  

However, I would like to see Joe spend more time thinking about how he organises his writing because at times it can be confusing.  

In turn, Joe needs to think about how he can use connectives to link his paragraphs carefully to guide the reader through his ideas.
	SCORE

	
	

	Highfield School Report

Joe Smith – English

Joe is a really bright boy.  When he organises himself he brings all of the right equipment to his lessons and this means he can take part.

For homework three weeks ago, Joe completed his assignment on time to a good standard.

But he needs to bring the correct stationary to the lesson at all times.

The assignment was a key part of his project on the Romans and forms a key part of the end of year assessment.

Correct equipment is essential.


	SCORE


Lesson 9 – Development: Ordering Writing Sheet



Lesson 10 – Starter: Language and Effects Card Sort
Instructions to Teachers: 

Students need to look at the features of language, match them to an example and then put these into either the syntax or vocabulary category.

	VOCABULARY
	SYNTAX


	The snow was like a blanket covering the landscape.
	Simile

	This is the most barbaric, brutal and cruel crime.
	List of three

	Over 50% of people believe that this is wrong.
	Use of statistics

	You can help by donating now!
	Direct Address

	Help!
	Impact Sentence

	He climbed the mountain.
	Simple Sentence

	The use of drugs is a major problem, it affects everyone.
	Complex Sentence

	I wanted to be a rock star and he wanted to be an astronaut.
	Compound Sentence


Lesson 10 – Development: Features of Language Mini-Texts





Lesson 10 – Plenary: Topic Cards





Lesson 11 – Starter: Text Purposes Card Sort

Instructions to Teachers: 

Students need to look at the different purposes and match them to their definitions.  

	TO INFORM
	To recount an experience or event to the reader.

	TO PERSUADE
	To convey step-by-step instructions.

	TO ADVISE
	To give advice.

	TO INSTRUCT
	To make people change their opinion.

	TO DESCRIBE
	To give information about a topic.


Lesson 11 – Development: Purposes Mini-Texts






Lesson 11 – Development: Writing to Inform / Persuade Checklists

	Writing Task Checklist

Writing to _______________

Key features of this type of writing are:

Other things I need to remember:

1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________




	Writing Task Checklist

Writing to _______________

Key features of this type of writing are:

Other things I need to remember:

1. ____________________________________

2. ____________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________




Lesson 11 – Plenary: ‘How to Achieve my Target Grade on Section B ’ Postcards
	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Section B
My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



	How to Achieve my Target Grade on Section B

My Target Grade:  ______

I need to score:  ______

To score this number of marks I need to:

1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






Finding Peace in Tibet





Jonah Smith had spent most of his life growing up on a Manchester housing estate.  Life was tough for Jonah: his mother was addicted to alcohol and he didn’t know his father.  As a teenager, Jonah worked in his local corner shop to make enough money to at least feed himself.  What little he had left he gave to his mother to try and keep the house running.





His mother never used the money for running the house.  Jonah knew exactly what she used it for; it was obvious from the pile of cans that he would have to trample over each morning on his was to school.  





Jonah decided very early on in life that he wanted to be good at something.  He knew he didn’t want to be like his mother – though he loved her, he could see that her life had descended into chaos.





Jonah worked hard at school, he wasn’t always successful, but none of his reports could fault his hard work and endeavour.  Jonah found that he was good at RE.  This was an additional problem for him because he knew this was not a subject many of his friends took seriously.  However, he found it interesting and liked learning about people from other cultures.





One particular religion excited Jonah: he was fascinated by Buddhism.  On the internet, Jonah found some information about the Dalai Lama.  Having read about his life story, Jonah resolved that this would be his purpose: he wanted to go to Tibet to see where the Dalai Lama lived.





Thereafter, Jonah worked extra shifts whenever he could in order to save money.  He worked even harder at school to make sure that he got the best grades that he could in order to give him the best chance of getting a better job so he could save even more money.




















The Perfect Steak





The perfect steak is something to aspire to for many people.  But actually, with a little practice, and some good timing, it isn’t that difficult to achieve.  





Firstly, know what you prefer: is it rib-eye or rump of T-Bone?  Once you know which cut you want, you can then begin to think about how you prefer it cooked.





When it comes to cooking your steak, think one word: texture.  Do you like it tender or tough?  Many chefs would have a heart attack at the thought of crucifying a steak until it’s like rubber but for many this is what they prefer.














The Fastest Man on Earth





Usain Bolt’s nickname, ‘Lightening Bolt’, effectively explains why this is the fastest man on earth.  He is quick.  So quick in fact you’d miss him if you didn’t know you were supposed to be looking for him!





Bolt is the reigning World Champion in the 100m, 200m and 4x100 relay.  Bolt began his rise to prominence in 2002 when he participated in the World Junior Championships when he won the 200m in 20.06 seconds.  





Bolt’s rise to prominence continued from there to the present day where he has the distinction of being the fastest man alive.  








Amy Winehouse





Amy Winehouse was one of the most important singers of the 21st Century.  While she may only have had two albums – 2003’s Frank and 2006’s Back to Black – their importance cannot be underestimated.





Back to Black was the album that propelled Winehouse to international stardom.  The album was a combination of iconic soul music and heartbreaking lyrics.





Her death at 27 was a tragic waste of talent.  Her legacy will be the haunting lyrics that she left.





In the table below, show that you can skim and scan by identifying the key points of each mini-text.


Give evidence to show the specific pieces of text that you have identified as containing the key points.





Read each of the sample responses below.


Using the mark scheme, award each a mark.





Response 1


In the article the writer talks about how she went on a rafting holiday.  It was an adventure holiday which was dangerous because she could have been killed on the water which is known for people being killed on it all the time.  I get the feeling that she enjoyed her holiday because she says she wants to go off and become a river guide now which shows she must have liked what she did.





Response 2


‘Rafting on the Grand Canyon’ tells us about Elisabeth Hyde has been doing on her holiday.  She has been on a white water rafting holiday which has clearly had an effect on her.  She spent 13 days on a 225 mile trip along the Colorado River on the Grand Canyon.  Clearly, this trip was very dangerous because she describes it like a ‘white-knuckle, roller coaster’ type experience which suggests it was more daring than anything else she has ever done.   Hyde also tells us about the different people who are on the ranging from her ’13 year old daughter’ to some over 70s.





Response 3


The article ‘Rafting on the Grand Canyon’ explores Elisabeth Hyde’s experiences on a 13 day, 225 mile trip down the Colorado River.  This has obviously been a once in a lifetime ‘Disneyland-like experience’ for her but it has also pushed her to the extremes of her courage because she describes it as a ‘white-knuckle, roller coaster’ trip.  Elisabeth Hyde emphasises the dangers involved in her trip when she describes how having broken Ed’s ‘rule number one’ and fallen out of the boat, she ‘got sucked down and spun around’ in the water’.  She rhetorically asks ‘Was I scared?’ and confirms that she was but also a little ‘exhilarated’ which shows us what a phenomenal impact this trip has had on her life because she suddenly finds that she is embracing the danger with excitement.  The impact of the trip is also clear when she points out that the trip left her with a ‘desire to run away’ and become a river guide.





Complete the chart below to record your marks and evidence for the sample responses.





Title 2





The Wanted: 2011’s Most Anticipated Arena Tour





Title 1





Woman trapped in car for four days after it tumbled down cliff.





Title 3





Taller Women Have Increased Risk of Cancer





Instruction to Teachers:





Hand out the cards to the students and ask them to think about what they would do in terms of the font styles and colour to change the way that they are interpreted by the reader.  They can record their ideas on the subsequent sheet.  








In the spaces below, you need to brainstorm your ideas for each of the titles giving examples of specific things you would do to the font to change the way that readers interpret the information.











Title 2











Title 1











Title 3





Text 2








Topic:  Global Warming





Publication:  National Tabloid





Audience:  General Readers





Text 1








Topic:  Lionel Messi





Publication:  Four Four Two





Audience:  Football Fans





Text 3








Topic: Smoking





Publication: Advice Leaflet





Audience:  Teenagers











Instruction to Teachers:





Using these cards, students need to engage with the idea of topic, text and audience in terms of layout.  Using the ‘Mock-Up’ text sheets that follow, the students need to produce their version of what they think the text would look like.  They need to be consciously aware of the decisions they are making in order to complete the plenary task.  Students should be encouraged to cut out the different boxes and move them around to experiment with layout.








Text





Image











Text Title





In the table below, make a list of some of the presentational devices that your peers have used and comment on the effects that they have created.





Read each of the sample responses below.


Using the mark scheme, award each a mark.





Response 1


In the article the headline is important because it tells us what the text is about which is a dinosaur dying.  The picture is important because it shows a dead dinosaur which is the point of the story in the writing.  I think it is a bit strange something that big could die of a cold and not because it got attacked by more dinos.








Response 2


There is a clear link between the headline, the sub-headline and the image.  The image is important because it shows us the true size of the Tyrannosaurus Rex which is very important because the article is about how this giant beast came to be killed by a rather pointless cold.  I also think the headline is interesting because it links to the idea of a slight surprise.  It is funny in a way that a killer dinosaur is called Sue so this might be a link to the fact it is surprising that the dinosaur was killed by a cold.  That is equally surprising.  








Response 3


Ian Sample’s article is clearly fascinated by the idea that the formidable form of a T-Rex can be killed by the common cold.  The headline and the picture both work together to enhance the sense of the writer’s fascination.  The headline is deliberately designed to subvert our expectations: it begins with the word ‘fearsome’ which is an adjective we might expect to find in conjunction with a T-Rex it is then undermined by the name ‘Sue’ which is seemingly neutral in its meaning.  However, this is further enhanced by the revelation that the T-rex was killed by a ‘sore throat’ which again works against our expectations.  The scale of the dinosaur – and therefore the sense of surprise at how it met its end – is consolidated by the picture of Sue which shows her to be a fearsome and seemingly ruthless creature.  However, therein lays the point of the article: the dinosaur may not have been the all-conquering species we once thought.  The sub-headline takes a somewhat different approach to the matter and contextualises the scientific basis of the article explaining how the T-Rex may have died from a sore throat.








Complete the chart below to record your marks and evidence for the sample responses.





Look at the different signs below and think about the SURFACE meaning and the SUBTEXT of each sign.





Complete the table below to record your ideas about the SURFACE meaning and SUBTEXT of the signs.





Read each of the three paragraphs below; they are all taken from non-fiction texts.





Policeman Loses List of Informants


A detective has been suspended by the Metropolitan police for losing a memory stick containing the names and contact details of fifty police informants.


The memory stick was lost after the detective – who has not been named – left his bag on a train travelling from London to Edinburgh.


Security experts have said that the police force in general needs to implement more stringent security measures in order to prevent the widespread loss of data.  





Jaws the Revenge: the real story!





An Australian man is recovering after being attacked by a shark near Sydney.  Mitch Greer, 27, was swimming when he was set upon by a Great White.





The story is all the more remarkable because just two years ago, Mitch saved another swimmer from the jaws of another killer beast, by stabbing it through the heart.  





Mitch said ‘I was stunned by how ironic it was!  I suppose this goes to show that nature has a way of avenging things!’





Mitch continues to recover in hospital.   








More Students Achieve Top Grades…It’s Official: Exams are Easier





It has long been a source of amusement amongst the older generations, but now it is official: the reason the nation’s exam results get better and better is because the tests get easier and easier.





Researchers have proven that the well-worn clichés about teachers ‘preparing’ their students more effectively are indeed false, instead, when they compared papers from 1970 and 2010, they found in Maths, English and Science, the questions were invariably easier.  





Michael Gove, the Secretary for Education, remarked that ‘this is food for thought: clearly work needs to be done.’








Look at the quotations from the texts in the boxes below.


Answer the question in the box next to the quotation.  





What does this quotation tell us about how Mitch has been affected by the shark attack?





“Mitch said ‘I was stunned by how ironic it was!  I suppose this goes to show that nature has a way of avenging things’”








What does this quotations tell us about how different people view the explanations given for improved exam results?





“It has long been a source of amusement amongst the older generations, but now it is official: the reason the nation’s exam results get better and better is because the tests get easier and easier.”








What does this quotation suggest about the problems of data loss in the police force?











“Security experts have said that the police force in general needs to implement more stringent security measures in order to prevent the widespread loss of data.”








Read the problem page letters below.


Complete the tasks next to the boxes.





What is the problem that Rebecca is experiencing?








What do you think are the underlying issues in Rebecca’s relationship?








 How do you know?














Dear Andrea,





I have been with my boyfriend for three months.  One of the reasons I wanted to go out with him is because of how he was with my friends.  He was so happy to be with them as well as me.  This was important to me because I had just broken up with someone who hated all of my friends. 


 


But after a while my new boyfriend changed: he didn’t want to socialise with my friends, but even worse, he got really cross and sent me loads of horrible texts when I was with them.





Why did he change?





Rebecca, 16.  








Dear Andrea,





I am a worried 15-year-old boy.  A year ago I broke my leg in a sporting accident and have has repeated surgery on my knees ever since.





Before I got injured, I used to play some kind of sport every night of the week.  I was in really good physical condition.  After my injury, I started to put on lots of weight because I couldn’t be very active.  





Now I have realised I’m not eating properly.  Most days at school I don’t have lunch and instead get by on a can of diet coke and an apple.  I’ve started to lose a lot of weight and I don’t know what to do.





Worried, 15. 





What is the problem that the boy is experiencing?








What do you think are the underlying issues in the boy’s life?








 How do you know?








Read each of the sample responses below.


Using the mark scheme, award each a mark.





Response 1


I thought that all of Pete’s story was tense because it involves him being on a mountain which is a dangerous environment for him to be in.  It is tense because we’re not really sure if he will get back to base camp or not and whether that means he will die on the mountainside.  I think it was a good choice to put the story on a mountain.  


.








Response 2


There are a number of things that make Pete’s story very tense.  For example at the beginning of the story it says that a ‘decision’ had to be made.  This immediately makes the story tense because it begins by giving us a sense that something serious is about to take place.  We want to know what the decision is and what has meant that a decision needs to be made.  Furthermore, there is also a blizzard coming on which increases the level of danger that the men are facing.  This is a good use of atmosphere to create effect.  It is like a natural danger that is going to affect the men.  








Response 3


Pete Boardman’s story of the return to Camp 6 is both tense and exciting.  Boardman foregrounds the tension in the extract by declaring that a ‘decision’ had to be made.  This immediately creates a sense of a pressured and time-limited situation in which death and injury are a real possibility.  The situation is complicated, and the tension increased, by the knowledge that a blizzard is setting in on the  climbers, and that ‘there was no sign of Mick’, which gives us some sense that something terrible has happened.  The conclusion of the story where Boardman ‘burst into tears’ emphasises for us just how tense and dangerous this mission was: the experienced climber himself unsure of whether the mission would end successfully or not.




















Complete the chart below to record your marks and evidence for the sample responses.











Statement 2





The shopping center was like a disaster movie: people everywhere running around like maniacs! 

















Statement 1





Britain on the verge of a population explosion as over 500,000 new people arrive each year.




















Statement 3





Mrs Jones is a tyrant!





Instruction to Teachers:





Hand out the cards to the students.  They need to look at the statements and identify the words / phrases that are included to create specific effects.  The actual effect itself is not particularly important provided that the students can identify words / phrases and link them to the creation of an effect.  








Read the article below: it is an account of the Japanese earthquake.





Look at the checklist of linguistic features below.


Try to find examples from the text below and put them in the ‘EVIDENCE’ column.





Read each of the sample responses below.


Using the mark scheme, award each a mark.





Response 1


In ‘Everest the Hard Way’ the writer uses lots of dramatic language to make the story really exciting for the reader.  He says a ‘decision was needed’ which is exciting because it makes it sound like a massive rush to do the right thing.  In Source 2, the author tells us that the T-Rex was the most famous species of dinosaur ever.  This makes it sound fearsome and terrifying.


.








Response 2


In ‘Everest the Hard Way’ the author uses a range of techniques to create excitement in the text.  This is different to Source 2 where the writing is more factual.  In Source 3 the writer uses exciting language like a ‘decision was needed’ to create tension and excitement by using short sentences which create impact.  Whereas, is Source 2, the writer uses longer more complex sentences to explain scientific, factual information.  This is important because this links to what the text is trying to achieve: it wants to tell us about the facts of what happened whereas  Source 3 is a narrative.  





Response 3


‘Everest the Hard Way’ is an exciting text that makes effective use of language to create tension.  One of the ways that it does this is by beginning with a short and impactful sentence: a decision ‘needed to be made’.  This is effective because it immediately uses short sentences to have an impact.  There are also many references to time in the text to increases the sense of pace and tension.  Equally, there is considerable reference to violence in the text, for example writer talks about how he ‘smashed’ his axe.  This compares with Source 2 where there is language to do with battles talking about how the T-Rex was not felled  by ‘mortal combat’.   Equally, this text also includes the views of experts to make the information more credible whereas ‘Everest the Hard Way’ is a more personal account.




















Complete the chart below to record your marks and evidence for the sample responses.





Read the three mini-texts above.


Give a score to each one from 1-3 for how effectively the information is organised.


You can only use each score once.





Use the spaces below to organise your writing into paragraph order.


Select an appropriate connective to link your writing.


Explain the reasons for your sequencing in the spaces provided.





Reasons





Paragraph 4





Paragraph 3





Paragraph 2





Paragraph 1





Read the two mini-texts below.


Identify the features of language that you have learned about.


Annotate the texts.





Exercising for a Healthier Future


Exercise is a key part of a healthy lifestyle.





Moderate intensity aerobic activity means you're working hard enough to raise your heart rate and break a sweat. One way to tell if you're working at a moderate intensity is if you can still talk, but you can't sing the words to a song. 





Over 40% of adults do not exercise regularly.





To live longer, exercise regularly.








Glee – The Phenomenon





Glee is a phenomenon!





With its combination of barnstorming renditions of pop songs and instantly loveable characters, Glee is this generation’s Grease!





With viewing figures that break records and breathtaking set pieces, Glee is sure to go down in TV history as one of the most important shows ever.





Simply perfect!








Topic:  Your Holiday





Feature: Syntax

















Topic: The Olympics


Feature: Syntax








Topic: X Factor


Feature: Syntax








Topic: Drugs


Feature: Vocabulary








Topic:  Road Safety





Feature: Vocabulary











Read the two min-texts/


Identify which of the texts is to INFORM and which is to PERSUADE.





Life in My Community





I live in a small rural community in North Yorkshire.  It comprises only four houses and a pub some three miles up the road.





You might think that this is not really a community at all but I would beg to differ.  Unlike city dwellers who are surrounded by people all of the time, we have to make more effort to see one another.





Let me give you an example: I once stayed on the ninth floor of a hotel in London.  Across from my window I could see an apartment block with hundreds of people inside.  





How many of them talked to each other?





None.








Letter to the Head





Dear Mr Hannaman,





I am writing to express my concern at the lack of extra-curricular opportunities available to students at the school.  Other local schools have at least 50% more activities than we do.





I would urge you to think about whether this is helping to develop the education of students at this school.  We are a successful student body who have always sought to achieve the highest academic standards.





However, we need to be able to show that we have also experienced a range of activities and pursuits to show that we are employable.





Yours sincerely,








Mr Jones














The text is to:





The text is to:
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